
October, 2017 Newsletter 

From the Desk of Mr. Bartels: 

First Quarter Concludes on Friday, November 3.  Please do not hesitate to contact your 

child’s teacher should you have concerns regarding your child’s learning.  We don’t take 

our partnership in educating your child lightly.  Reminder, 5th grade only, will receive a 

printed report card for first quarter.  All students will receive a report card at the 

conclusion of the first and second semester.   

Students of the Month: 

September: 

5th Grade:  Katie Chrostowski-Starnes, Autumn Rands, Angelina Carlo, Joshua Fouchia 

6th Grade:  Jake Morgan, Emma Smith 

7th Grade:  Gage Taylor, Gracie Kemp 

8th Grade:  Savanna Krywy, Cy Wolosion 

October: 

5th Grade:  Kaleb Manska, Jacob Fink, Brady Quinn, Catherine Bunto 

6th Grade:  Charlie Rzesutek, Payten Campbell,  

7th Grade:  Gabe Brockett, Samantha Fenton   

8th Grade:  Kaylee Keilman, Collin Boyd 

Thoughts from Ms Borwick: 

A big thank you to all of our fall coaches for their dedication, hard work, mentoring and for providing a 
positive experience within educational athletics for our student athletes.  It was a great honor to work 
with all of you this season.  We are gearing up for our first winter season.  The following dates are 
important for anyone interested in middle school boys’ basketball or competitive cheerleading. 

Middle School Cheer Try Outs: Attention 7th and 8th grade girls interested in cheerleading- Try outs 
will be November 7, 8, 9, 10, and 13th from 6:00pm-8:00pm at the Lee school gym. You MUST have a 
CURRENT YEAR physical and emergency form on file in order to try out for any sport. A CURRENT YEAR 
physical is one given on or after April 15, 2017. Forms are available in the middle school office.  Middle 
School Boys Basketball Tryouts: Attention all 7th and 8th grade boys interested in trying out for 
basketball- Tryouts will be Monday, November 13th through Friday, November 17th. 7th grade will 
have tryouts from 3-5:00pm. 8th grade will have tryouts from 5-7:00pm. You MUST have a CURRENT 



YEAR physical and emergency form on file in order to try out for any sport. A CURRENT YEAR physical is 
one given on or after April 15, 2017. Forms are available in the middle school office.  

Our youth and middle school wrestling club will begin practice November 13th, in the RHS wrestling 

room. Practices will be on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday nights from 6:30PM-8:00PM. If you have 

any questions please contact Mr. Day bday@richmond.k12.mi.us 

Counselor’s corner:  Mrs. May 

The end of Quarter 1 is a great time to reflect on how this year is going and whether study habits and time 

management need to change at home.  If things are going well, congratulations on having a good system in 

place!  If your grades are not what you’d like, now is the perfect time to reflect on what is going well and what is 

going poorly.  If you can recognize some of the reasons why you are doing well in one or two of your classes and 

apply those strategies to your other classes, you might be able to learn more in those classes as well!  If you are in 

need of more support, there is a list in the office of High School National Honor Society students that do free 

tutoring!  Feel free to stop in and pick-up that list. Quarter 2 is a fresh start for grades, so now is the perfect time 

to make any adjustments to your studying and time management.  See Mrs. May if you’d like more help in this 

area. 

 

Core Content Briefs 

 

5th Grade:   

Metacognition, schema, inference, questioning thinking stems while reading Model slanting story 

with internal story.  Know and use various text features to locate key facts or info in a text Explain 

how an author use reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text. 

6th Grade:   

Our second quarter ELA goal for Reading Counts is twenty one points by January 16.  Twenty minutes 
of reading at home each night, one-sentence summaries of each chapter, and asking your child to tell 
you about their book will help students stay on track and earn those points.  Your support and 
encouragement to reach the goal is appreciated!   

mailto:bday@richmond.k12.mi.us


Planning is underway for our 6th grade trip to Camp Copneconic on June 5.  Parents of sixth graders 
attending camp are welcome to join us.  Letters will be sent home soon with details! 

    

 

 

 

 

5th Grade:   

Use online resources to investigate Ghana, Mali, and Songhay Rise of Ghana - salt and gold trade - Fall of Ghana - 

leadership, drought, invasion - Rise of Mali - over throw Ghana, control of trade.  Familiarize self with geo vocab 

as it relates to Western African history Locate and describe Western Africa on maps. 

6th Grade:   

We are currently discussing how humans and the environment affect one another. We are learning about 

natural hazards and how location affects climate. Students are also learning how to pin point absolute location 

on the global grid. 

8th Grade:   

We are writing letters to send to the Veteran's Hospital. We are also studying the US Constitution.  

 

 



 

5th Grade:    

Add and subtract fractions with unlike denominators (including mixed numbers) by replacing given 

fractions with equivalent fractions in such a way as to produce an equivalent sum or difference of 

fractions with like denominators.   Solve word problems involving addition and subtraction of fractions 

referring to the same whole, including cases of unlike denominators, e.g., by using visual fraction 

models or equations to represent the problem.  Read, write, and compare decimals to thousandths.  Read 

and write decimals to thousandths using base-ten numerals, number names, and expanded form.  

6th Grade:  

Students are completing the first chapter of the CPM math course recently provided by our school district.  This 

chapter introduced students to the mathematical ideas and plan of learning that takes place throughout the 

course.  Chapter 1 helps establish collaboration in pairs and teams within a math class and provides 

opportunities for students and the teacher to assess the students’ skills and review prerequisite math concepts.  

We have also learned vocabulary that helps provide a base of mathematical understanding. 

7th Grade:   

We have been working hard on probability, and have now moved into converting decimals to fractions 
and fractions to decimals. We are looking at patterns in our conversions regarding terminating and 
repeating decimals. 

 

 

 

    

 



 

 

5th Grade:   

What is the universe, and what is Earth's place in it?  Science and Engineering 

Principles:  Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information.  The Universe 

and its Stars 

The sun is a star that appears larger and brighter than other stars because it is closer. 

Stars range greatly in their distance from Earth.  Earth and the Solar System The 

orbits of Earth around the sun and of the moon around Earth, together with the 

rotation of Earth about an axis between its North and South poles, cause observable 

patterns. These include day and night; daily changes in the length and direction of 

shadows; and different positions of the sun, moon, and stars at different times of the 

day, month, and year. 

 6th Grade:   

In the physical science unit, students conducted investigations demonstrating the transformation 
between potential and kinetic energy.  They demonstrated that energy is not lost or gained in the 
process.  They explored how heat energy might be transferred through convection, conduction, and 



radiation.  Students will now explain the conservation of mass and the structure and relative motion of 
particles (atoms or molecules) in the various states of matter. 

 

 

7th Grade:   

We have been studying the behavior and characteristics of different types of waves, and our focus in 
this unit is on sound waves. 

 

 

 

5th Grade:/6th Grade:  With the last week of October comes the first week of our new 

mini-mester for 5th and 6th grade Spanish classes.  We’ll be learning many fun and 

exciting things during this short time but first we’re starting with a cultural unit 

covering El Dia de los Muertos – Day of the Dead!  Students are learning all about this 

joyful, fun Mexican holiday and will also be participating in the calavera (sugar 

skull) coloring/design contest!  Later, we’ll review polite phrases, learn how to identify 

many classroom objects, and be able to say various sports and activities, as well as 

explain which we like and don’t like to play.  All info for our class can be found on 

Sra. Wolfe’s website: www.espanolwithsrawolfe.weebly.com 

 

http://www.espanolwithsrawolfe.weebly.com/


Spanish I:  Spanish 1 students are currently working on a cultural unit over el Dia 

de los Muertos and have finished learning to count to 100.  Next they’ll be learning 

how to tell time in Spanish, which is a little more complicated than telling the time in 

English.  After that?  Grammar!  We'll be identifying definite and indefinite 

articles with parts of the body.  We're slowly but surely learning 'the basics' and 

getting closer to the more difficult topics.   All info for our class can be found on 

Sra. Wolfe’s website: www.espanolwithsrawolfe.weebly.com 

 

  

 

LOOKING AHEAD – CONCERTS 

We are getting in performance mode with performances coming up very soon! Students should be 
practicing at home, even if they already know their music.  In class we go over how to practice and 
how to make every minute count.  Every day we make new improvements to our work and at home 
practice reinforces these subtle changes in the music.  Fun ways to practice: ask your musician to 
play/sing their music for you for a mini-concert. Students can record themselves and play it back for 
fun.  Facetime a friend or family and play music to brighten someone's day.  Find fun songs online and 
learn those (after you've played through your school music).  Many great ideas to bring music into the 
home.  

 Upcoming performances:  

Monday November 13th, at 2pm, is our Veteran's Day assembly featuring our Middle School 7th and 
8th band and 6th, 7th, and 8th grade choir musicians.  Please consider joining us for this day to honor 
our nation's veterans and also hear the music we have been preparing for this event.   
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The 6th - 12 grade band holiday concerts will be December 6th and 7th starting at 7pm in the high 
school auditorium.   

The 6th - 12th grade choir holiday concerts will be December 13th and 14th also at 7pm in the high 
school auditorium.    

Please check your calendars now as students will be required to be at both performances.  Information on tickets, 

concert attire, and call times will be sent home in the next week.  

12/6 & 12/7    Holiday Band Concerts 7:00pm  

12/13 & 12/14 Holiday Choir Concerts 7:00 pm  

 

 

The WEB leaders have been working on their 5th Grade lessons.  The WEB leaders have 

experienced one lunch with their 5th Grade WEBkins.  Another lunch outing coming 

shortly.  Mrs. Clausen and over 20 WEB leaders led the pledge of allegiance at a 

Richmond Community Schools Board meeting followed by Mrs. Clausen talking 

about what WEB is all about.   
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Sponsored the weekly homecoming spirit days.  The group also held elections with 

Austin Bergeon as president, Kyra Swartz as vice president, and Ella Hill as the 

secretary.   

 

 

 

 

RMS Builders Club:  It’s time to begin building new friendships and fun experiences! It’s time 

to join Builders Club! Our first meeting is Monday, November 6, after school in the media center. 

You must pick up a registration form, fill it out, and return it to Ms. Monica or Ms. Heather for our 

first meeting. Come build excellent character with us and have a great time doing it! 

 

 

 



 

Several Tuesdays of the Month, NJHS members partner up with Lee Elementary 

classes for their Blue Buddies Program.  The NJHS members mentor their elementary 

counterparts.  On November 10th the NJHS will take part in their traditional Rake and 

Run after school.  Group also held it’s annual candy buy back challenge with 

Growing Smiles as the sponsor.  The program works with our United States Military 

stationed overseas.   

 

 

RMS is currently working on becoming a Macomb County Green School.  Mrs. Clausen and Mrs. Gillespie have 

generated some great initiatives for the program.   

 



RMS held its second annual pink out.  The event raised over $700 for the Susan G. 

Koman Charity for Breast Cancer Research.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richmond K-12 Theatre Group:  This semester the production will be “Singing in the Rain 

Jr.”  The production will be performed in January.   

 

 

 

 

 
RMS BOOK FAIR…….. Saddle up and get ready for the Wild West RMS.  The fair 

will be from Monday, November 6th through November 10th.  The fair will be open every 

day until 3 pm.   

 
 



 
 

The RMS PTA has been busy planning future events and fundraisers to 
continue to provide opportunities for the students at RMS.  Future events 
include the annual dodge ball tournament in December and the annual 
Winterfest in February.   
 
Non-Discrimination Statement 
In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education amendments of 

1972, Section 504 of Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title II of the 

Americans with Disability Act of 1990, and Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act of 1977, it is the policy of the 

Richmond Community School District that no person shall, on the basis of race, color, religion, military 

status, national origin or ancestry, sex (including sexual orientation), disability, age (except as 

authorized by law), height, weight, or marital status be excluded from participation in, be denied the 

benefits of, or be subjected to, discrimination during any program, activity, service or employment. 

Inquiries related to any nondiscrimination policies should be directed to the Superintendent, 35276 

Division Road, Richmond, MI 48062, (586) 727-3565. 


